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Synopsis

CHERUB agents are highly trained, extremely talented--and all under the age of seventeen. For
official purposes, these agents do not exist. They are sent out on missions to spy on terrorists, hack
into crucial documents, and gather intel on global threatsa "all without gadgets or weapons. It is an
exceptionally dangerous job, but these agents have one crucial advantage: adults never suspect
that teens are spying on them. James is the latest CHERUB recruit. Hea ™s a bit of a troublemaker,
but head ™s also brilliant. And CHERUB needs him. James has no idea what to expect, but hed ™s
out of options. Before he can start in the field he must first survive one hundred grueling days of

basic training, where even the toughest recruits dona ™t make it to the end....
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Customer Reviews

If you want a book that’s full of on-the-edge humour, action, and is NOT about elves and dragons,
than CHERUB might just be the series you’re looking for. | give it a five star rating because
CHERUB is a crazy book series that’s full of guy humour and stuff teenagers are bound to love.
Although most of the humour and content is intended for guys, a girl would have fun reading it just
the same. The first book, entitled The Recruit, introduces the main character, James. James is your

typical kid who plays video games and foot ball and never does his homework. When one day, his



mom dies, he is taken to live in a children’s home. He soon escapes, getting involved in gangs,
smoking, shoplifting and vandalism. After getting arrested, James is taken back to the children’s
home where he was secretly drugged during the night and taken to the secret base of government
spy group, CHERUB. The story quickly unfolds into an explosive mission! It may sound cheesy but
it's actually really, really believable! | was addicted after reading the first two chapters! Full of swear
words and Pg-13 content, make no mistake CHERUB is a series teens will love. | think the reason
why a lot of kids don’t like reading, is that most stories seem so fake and child proofed; CHERUB is
the exact opposite. It is so on the edge, it has a "not suitable for young readers" label on the back of
the newer copies! You'll also find it in the 13+ section at Chapters bookstore. | guarantee that if
you're an 11-16 year old who loves action, fights, and stuff that’s really cool, you will love this series.
Each book is about a different undercover mission that James and his fellow agents go on. You can
really relate to the characters and they all seem like real teens. There’s a book about drug dealing,
there’s one about a prison break, terrorism, even murder. James gets into a relationship with a new
girl in every book too:) .And trust me, they all really rock (the books | mean!). Buy the first book! It's
only $9.95! You will be addicted.A A« Just to let you know this series is not intended for younger

kids. | wouldn’t let someone younger than 11 read it.

James Choke isn’t a typical 11-year old. His mom is probably the fattest mom he’s ever seen, and
she’s a top-flight black market dealer to boot. Sure, he can get anybody in school anything they
want for half off, but he can’'t escape his mom’s looming shadow. In the space of one day, though,
his luck turns incredibly sour: he’s kicked out of school for fighting a girl, gets his butt kicked by the
girl’s brother, has to deal with his sister's dad who’s around for another handout, and his mother
dies from drinking while on medication. While in a depressing children’s home, he’s recruited for a
spy agency that's so secret no one even knows what the initials stand for. After getting a hold on his
life, choosing to go the way of the spy, and undergoing a grueling 100-day course, he’s sent off to
infiltrate a hippie community that’s planning a violent demonstration. In the middle of that, he meets
the girl of his dreams whose father is a cop that doesn’t like him.Robert Muchamore is, according to
the author information, a private investigator working in London. The CHERUB series, four books so
far, are making their way from Great Britain to the United States.James Choke is a great character
whose appeal fluctuates between being a colassal screw-up with out-of-control emotions and a kid
just trying to survive who cares deeply about his little sister. He’s just clever enough to get himself
out of life-threatening situations, but then to get himself constantly in hot water with the authority

figures at the spy school. Young readers will root for him and empathize with his problems because,



spy work aside, they’re not so very far from those of most adolescents.There is a small warning with
this book. The language may be more explicit than some parents are comfortable with, pushing the
book definitely into the teen arena, but featuring a 12-year old hero (he has a birthday during the
course of the novel). Also, his reasoning seems to be on par with a fifteen or sixteen-year old.THE
RECRUIT sets up the series nicely. Lots of action, lots of character, and plenty of spy background.
A timeline dossier is also included, showing the author has thought about the special MI-5
department he’s developed. Fans of Alex Rider will probably enjoy these books. There’s more

dialogue, but the situations are a little more edgy and adult.

My 9 year old nephew loves these so | bought the first one to take a look. On the back cover is a
warning "not suitable for younger readers" which | took to be a marketing thing (what better way to
get your book read by younger readers wanting to read something that makes them seem older!)
However, having read the book | feel the warning should be taken somewhat seriously.This is
unfortunate though as the story would be ideal for younger readers, and indeed young teens too. It
is quite reminiscent of Anthony Horowitz - a perfect scenario for boys. Who would not want to be
chosen as a Cherub agent, enlisted by British Secret services for those missions that adults cannot
manage?The scenario is perfect and should make for a great and readable series. The first story
was a good adventure - maybe staying a little too long on the basic training, but still one that
younger readers will love, and older readers can appreciate. | fully intend to buy the next book in the
series.But the writing occasionally lets the book down. As a father, there is language in the book
and some messages from the book that | would not want to put in front of younger readers, and | will
not be recommending it to anyone under the age of 11. Its not terrible, and some of my problem with
the language just marks me out as an old fogy! But it was unnecessary, and a real pity as this book

could be enjoyed by 9+ otherwise.
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